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Business model, with its basic meaning of “the way of doing business or 
making money,” has drawn widely attention in the network economy times, in 
which the technology, market and competition change more and more fast. 
The advance of the concept framework and basic idea of mesoscopic approach 
to business model has provided a conceptual and logic foundation for business 
model to become a new analysis unit in business management. Business model 
innovation has been the necessary choice for the modern enterprises to adapt 
themselves to the business environments with technology progress, market 
changes and competition stress. 
Based on the concept framework of mesoscopic approach to business 
model, the author analyses the features of business model as a complex system 
and applies complex system theory and fitness landscape approach to develop 
an analysis framework of business model innovation. According to the 
characteristics of interaction among components of business model, the author 
develops the measure principle and methods of business model complexity. 
Also, the author applies and improves the NK model approach and generalized 
NK model to build the NK models of business model, the generalized NK 
models of business model and the models of integration of business model 
innovation with technology innovation. The author studies the business model 
fitness landscapes using computer simulation and statistic analysis in order to 
find the relations between the performance and the complexity of business 
model. Based on the above works and the classification of business model 














The results of this research show that the performance of business model 
is relative to the complexity of business model so that business model 
innovation can adopt different ways or strategies according to its complexity. 
Local modular innovation might attain local optima, and it is initial states 
sensitive and path-dependent. Global modular innovation will attain global 
optimum and be more useful for the innovation of business model with high 
complexity. Imitation strategy is more useful for the innovation of business 
model with low complexity. Architecture effect will reduce the performance of 
business model with high complexity, and so that the interaction among 
components of business model should be arranged uniformly. Furthermore, the 
more complex of business model, the more possible business model innovation is. 
Lastly, the integration of business model innovation with technology innovation 
is both necessary and possible. 
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